
Here we are. 

 

We have journeyed far together, you and I…you and I 

and the faculty of this academy of deep learning, strong 

leadership and profound spiritual growth.  

 

We have spent more than 5000 hours together in 

classrooms of all sorts, both indoors and out, in rain and 

snow, blazing heat and frigid wind, steamy jungles and 

vacant deserts; in the glare of glorious days and the dark 

of blue-black nights that shone with glittering stars. 

 

I was there through difficult discussions about topics that 

defy simplistic answers, and in subjects, exhibitions and 

examinations that taxed the last ounce of your intellect. 

 

In a word, we have suffered together, you and I. And you 

never really get to know someone until you suffer 

alongside them. 

 

I have been with some of you as you suffered greatly 

through Senior Leader Selection, moving the infernal 

"Jackwagon" through the final 50 meters, when 

everything in you was screaming quit!! It's too hard!! 

And, as your fellow Candidates cheered you on, you 

persevered. 

 



I've seen others of you suffer through difficult family 

situations and personal loss, yet keep your sense of humor 

and your faith. 

 

We have traveled over 10,000 miles together over the last 

four years. I have been at your side when you were far 

from home and lonely, in a foreign land, surrounded 

by indigenous people speaking a foreign language you 

thought you knew.  

 

I have watched approvingly as you laid down your 

preferences and issues and insecurities and fears to share 

life and the gospel with people very, very different from 

you, and I've heard you weep and pray with the lost, the 

broken and the downtrodden. 

 

I have laughed with you as you frolicked in a high desert 

snowfall, petted wild horses, and sang your hearts out in 

praise. I have rejoiced with you as you won awards, 

medals and accolades. 

 

But most of all, I have been there in the quiet of the still, 

troubled night, in those moments of silence and solitude 

when you were asking Me hard questions:  

 

Who am I? What should I do with my life? Why don't I 

feel loved? Why don't I love well? What if I fail? 

 



Oh yes, I have heard those cries. And I have wept with 

you...I have rejoiced with you. 

 

After all, I, Jesus, made you: My perfectly flawed 

masterpiece.  

 

And...just when you thought it impossible...I plucked you 

up out of the decay and detritus of this marred existence 

and I saved you for Myself. 

 

And now here you are tonight: Rachel, Mary Katherine, 

Jasmine, Jessica...Sam, Josh, Matt and Tyler. My beloved 

ones! 

 

Ready and yet not ready. Excited, yet somehow anxious 

too. 

 

And I, Jesus, say to you: 

 

"I will never leave you. I will never forsake you. I will be 

with you, through it all, even to the end of time." 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

 



Graduates, the time has come for you to go from this 

place. 

 

Things will never be quite the same...they will be better.  

 

Because you take with you from Community Christian 

School much more than great knowledge, solid leadership 

skills, lasting friendships and beautiful memories… 

 

You take the Spirit and the Word with you, and by God's 

grace...you will cause the enemy of your souls to cringe at 

your prayers, and the people around you will be changed 

by the God who lives in you.  

 

Make no mistake! You will be faced with many difficult 

choices: “Do I engage this issue, or do I ignore it? Do I 

listen to the masses of my peers, or do I listen to the still, 

small voice? Will I do the hard but the right thing? 

 

Will I stand strong when persecuted for my faith, or wilt 

under the withering fire of political correctness, half-

truths, outright lies and weak, emotionally charged 

arguments?  

 

Will I compromise my faith when life comes crashing 

down all around me?” 



I think not. I believe not. I know not. Because God is 

strong in you, strong even and especially in your 

weakness. 

 

In a myriad of ways, some big, but mostly small, you will 

"change the world". 

 

And we who remain can't wait to hear the stories; not just 

the successes, but the struggles too...why? Because: 

 

"Challenge really does build strength...and strength really 

does come from the Lord"! 

 

It has been a deep privilege to know and teach you each 

one of you. 

 

And remember, wherever God's call takes you, you will 

always have a home here... 

 

the "Light is always on"... 

 

and you are forever loved and most welcome in this place. 

 

(PRAYER) 


